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Amendments to the Claims : 
This listing of claims replaces all prior versions and listings of claims in the application: 

T.istine of Claima : 



1. (CurrenUy Amended) A tissue anchor insertion tool compnsmg: 
a first member defining a region configured to receive a tissue anchor; 
a second member positioned to substantiaUy cover the tissue anchor during introduction 

to a surgical site; 

an applicator configured to engage the tissue anchor; and 

a flexor configured to >>»p«fxp. th^ Rnnlicator to deflect the applicator to deploy the anchor. 

2. (Previously Presented) The tissue anchor insertion tool of claim 1 wherein the first 
member includes the applicator, and the second member includes the flexor. 

^ 3. (Previously Presented) The tissue anchor insertion tool of claim 1 whereii the 

applicator includes a straight portion and a ramped portion. 

4. (Previously Presented) The tissue anchor insertion tool of claim 1 wherein the 
applicator includes a first end portion fixed to the first member, and a second end portion 
extending into the region to engage the tissue anchor. 

5. (Previously Presented) The tissue anchor insertion tool of claim 1 wherein the 
applicator comprises a spring. 
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6. (Previously Presented) The tissue anchor insertion tool of claim 1 wheirein the 
applicator is configured to deflect laterally to a direction of relative motion between the 
members. 

7. (Previously Presented) The tissue anchor insertion tool of claim 1 whetrein the flexor 
comprises a pin coupled to the second member for movement therewith relative to the appUcator. 

8. (Original) The tissue anchor of claim 7 wherein the first member defmes aa openmg 
for receiving the pin. 

9. (Original) The tissue anchor insertion tool of claim 1 wherein the first meraber 
includes first and second distal prongs defining the region therebetween. 

10. (Original) The tissue anchor insertion tool of claim 9 wherem the prongs each define 
arcuate surfaces for receiving the tissue anchor. 

11. (Original) The tissue anchor insertion tool of claim 1 wherein the se(;ond member 
comprises a tubular element substantially surrounding the first member. 

12. (Original) The tissue anchor insertion tool of claim 1 further comprising a contact 
extending between the first and second members, actuation of the contact causmg rtaative motion 
between the first member and the second member. 

13. (Original) The tissue anchor msertion tool of claim 12 wherein the contect is fixed to 
the second member. 

14. (Original) The tissue anchor insertion tool of claim 13 wherein the first inember 
defines a slot for receiving at least a portion of the contact. 
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15. (Original) The tissue anchor insertion tool of claim 1 further comprising a handle. 

16. (Previously Presented) The tissue anchor insertion tool of claim 15 fijrthc^ comprising 
i coupling between the handle and the first member preventing relative rotation therebetween. 




18. (Cancelled) 



19, (Previously Presented) A tissue anchor insertion tool comprising: 
a first member including an appUcator and defining a region configured to n:»;;eive a 
tissue anchor, the applicator configured to move lateraUy to deploy the tissue ancho r from the 



region; 



ai 



second member includmg a flexor and positioned to substantially cover th(j tissue 
n ^chor during introduction to a surgical site, the members being coupled by engage rient of the 
^^cxor and the applicator such that relative motion between the members causes the flexor to 
deflect the applicator laterally to deploy the tissue anchor from the region. 

20. (Currently Amended) An anchor and tool assembly, comprising: 
a tissue anchor; 

a first member receiving the tissue anchor; and 

a second member positioned to substantially cover the tissue anchor duiing introduction 

to a surgical site; 

an applicator configured to engage the tissue anchor; and 

a flexor configured to enp^ pethe apnUcatorto deflect the appUcator to depl :»y the anchor. 



21, (Currently Amended) A tissue anchor insertion tool comprising: 
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a member defining a region configured to receive a tissue anchor to deliver tt.e tissue 
anchor to an insertion site; the member including ufi ^ A ut uu ufigurodto de fl e rt an applicator 
rnnfimiredtomove laterally to deploy the anchor fiom the region; and 

a movable element coupled to the member for movement relative to the member between 
an extended position and a retracted position, the movable element substantially ooviring the 
tissue anchor when in the extended position, and substantially uncovering the tissue anchor when 
in the retracted r-"*'" " '""^"^'^ ^^^"'^'^t including a flexor configured to ds flgcdAg 
applicator . ' '~' 





22. (Cancelled) 

23. (Previously Presented) The tissue anchor insertion tool of claim 21 v/heran the flexor 
is configured to deflect the appUcator upon axial movement of the movable element. 

24. (Original) The tissue anchor insertion tool of claim 23 wherein the a ppUoiitor includes 
a straight portion permitting movement of the flexor relative to the applicator witho ,:it lateral 
movement of the applicator. 

25. (Previously Presented) The tissue anchor insertion tool of claim 36 wherein the 
applicator includes a ramped portion, wherein movement of the flexor along the rar iped portion 
laterally deflects the applicator. 

^*26. (Currently Amended) A method comprising: 
^^ JO ^providing an insCTtion tool including first and second members coupled for relative 
motion, the tool ittcludiii^a flexor and an applicator; 

inserting a tissiiranchor into tissue using the msertion tool, the tissue ajichc i being 
mounted to the first member and substantially covered by the second member (luring insertion 
into tissue; and 
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relatively moving the first and second members such that the flexor engaRe? tlie 
ap plicator to deflectd ^eete the appUcator to deploy the tissue anchor from the first member. 

27. (Original) The method of claim 26 wherein the step of relatively mo^Aing comprises 
proximally moving the second member relative to the first member. 

28. (Original) The method of clahn 26 wherein the step of relatively movmg uncovers the 
tissue anchor. 

29. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 26 wherein the step of relatively moving 
deploys the tissue anchor by deflecting the applicator laterally to engage the tissue z nchor. 

30. (Original) The method of claim 29 wherein engaging the tissue anchor ri)i:ates the 
tissue anchor. 

3 1 . (Currently Amended) An arthroscopic method comprising: ^ 
inserting a tissue anchor into tissue; and 

oppl-^- in e a l ateral force tngonDC ^ applicator tn deflect the applicator suoh that the 
appUcator rotates the tissue anchor during deployment of the tissue anchor into tissue. 

32. (Original) The method of claim 3 1 fiirther comprising substantially cov.xiing the 
tissue anchor during insertion of the tissue anchor into tissue. 

33. (Previously Presented) The tissue anchor insertion tool of claim 1 wherein the first 
and second members are configured such that relative motion between the members causes the 
flexor to deflect the applicator. 
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34. (Previously Presented) The tissue anchor insertion tool of claim 1 wherein tiie 
ipplicator is configured to engage and rotate the anchor upon deflection. 

35. (Previously Presented) The tissue anchor insertion tool of claim 34 v/heruin the 




anchor is configured to rotate about an axis that is substantially perpendicular to an a:ds that is 
longitudinal to the second member. 

36. (Previously Presented) The tissue anchor insertion tool of claim 21 f urthiji: comprising 
the appUcator. 



37. (Previously Presented) The tissue anchor insertion tool of claim I wJiereinthe 



and second members are coupled by engagement of the flexorandth£.appUcatof, 
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